May 19, 2024 The Day of Pentecost

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (ESV)

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was
full of bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were
very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy
over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, | will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am the LORD.” So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied,
there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may live.” So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an
exceedingly great army. Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, | will open
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the
LORD, when | open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and |
will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the LORD.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. | People: Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING: Acts 2:14-41 (ESV)

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known
to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what
was uttered through the prophet Joel: “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that | will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my male servants
and female servants in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And | will show wonders in the heavens above and
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of
the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did
through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be
held by it. For David says concerning him, “| saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that | may not be shaken; therefore
my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy
One see corruption. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.” “Brothers, | may
say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and
spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up,
and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself
says, “The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until | make your enemies your footstool.” Let all the house of Israel therefore know
for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for
you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who received his word were
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. | People: Thanks be to God!
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CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 139:1-16 (ESV)

Reader: 1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me!

People: 2 You know when | sit down and when | rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.

Reader: 3 You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.

People: 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.

Reader: 5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

People: 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; | cannot attain it.

Reader: 7 Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presence?

People: 8 If | ascend to heaven, you are there! If | make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

Reader: 9 If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

People: 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.

Reader: 11 If | say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,”

People: 12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.
Reader: 13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb.

People: 14 | praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very
well.

Reader: 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when | was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths
of the earth.

People: 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that
were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.

GOSPEL READING: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 (ESV)

“But when the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the
beginning. “l did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you. But now | am going to
him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because | have said these things to you,
sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not
go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if | go, | will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict
the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment,
because the ruler of this world is judged. “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he
will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he will take what
is mine and declare it to you.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. | People: Praise to You, O Christ!



